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Blackwater Locality 1 is the Clovis Type Site.  It is recognized worldwide as an archaeological site of immense significance for establishing the chronology of the earliest known cultures recognized in North America. 

Blackwater Locality 1  is a multicomponent site 

containing artifacts and paleontological remains associated with 

Clovis, Folsom, Agate Basin, Cody, various Archaic, and other 

more recent cultures.  It is on the New Mexico State Register of 

Cultural Properties, the National Register of Historic Places, 

and is a National Historic Landmark.

Very few archaeological sites have had the continuous, 

multi-institutional attention as afforded to the Clovis site.  

This study provided a unique opportunity to re-open 

previous investigations from the bison hunting 

and butchering grounds outlining the southern margin of the lake that existed at the Clovis site.  

The phases of this project incorporated decades of research from multiple sources to better 

quantify and interpret the archaeological content from the South Bank of the Clovis site. 

The Blackwater Draw archives and artifact collections provided the essential field 

documentation to produce a synthetic body of faunal and artifact data for analysis.  

This poster introduces the initial phase of the project which included the Eastern New 

Mexico University excavations that occurred between 1964 and 1974.  The critical 

first steps prior to analysis included accurately defining the relationships between 

excavation areas and spatially orienting them to the current site coordinate system. 

The excavation maps presented here provided the first-ever comprehensive depiction of the distribution of artifacts and bison 

remains from three discrete cultural occupations on the South Bank.  The 1964-1974 South Bank excavations sought to 

determine the southern extent of bone and artifact deposits.  Five decades of continued South Bank exploration confirmed 

the research potential of this portion of the site and provides the groundwork for placing this important bison trap in it’s proper    

place amongst other Later Paleoindian kill-sites.

What’s next...
    Incorporating the 1983 and 1984 

Smithsonian excavations, 1967-1969 

Isequilla excavations, and the ongoing 

South Bank Folsom/Midland exploration. 

Folsom/Midland
Unit D

--5 ft.--

Artifact

Bison

Late Paleoindian
Unit E

--5 ft.--

Artifact

Bison

Agate Basin
Unit D

--5 ft.--

Artifact

Bison


