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DefiNiNG THe CLoviS “SiTe”

over eighty years of research has occurred at the Clovis site. Due to the remoteness of 
the site along with some previously uncontrollable circumstances, there has not been 
a possibility of an over-arching, synthetic look at the assemblage in it’s entirety until 
recently. This has led to some wildly inaccurate information and assumptions about 
Blackwater Locality 1. in the last five years, all available materials collected at Black-
water have been examined and analyzed.  This poster is not an attempt to answer all 
the possible questions there may be concerning Paleoindians at the Clovis site, but to 
give a glimpse of the current understanding and future research at the Landmark.

WHAT Do We KNoW?

The Blackwater Draw National Landmark is defined as a 640 acre landscape of hu-
man activity areas in an upland containing a spring-fed Pleistocene Lake.  Not only is 
there the expected panoply of stone tools and projectile points, but outstanding bone 
preservation gives a glimpse of the more perishable possessions of the inhabitants.  
Many species of extinct fauna are found in cultural levels as implements made from 
stone, bone, and ivory by the area’s first apparent inhabitants.  As a major watering 
hole in the region, this locality was used throughout the entirety of prehistory and 
into historic times, leaving an archaeological palimpsest of occupations and activities.  
The Paleoindian occupation of the site is by far the most extensive with thousands of 
tools littering the landscape amidst an enormous number of megafauna and smaller 
animal kills.

MAMMoTH fACTS:

The lake at Blackwater Draw was an animal trap; initially 
used by humans to exploit mammoth and later, bison.
A minimum of 28 mammoth (MNi) have been excavated 
from the central portion of the site.  
At least 9 animals were found in direct and clear association 
with Clovis artifacts in pre-12.9 kya sediments and others 
were arguably close.
Artifacts in and around the bones include stone and bone 
spear points, large unifacial knives, smaller unifacial tools, 
hammerstones, an anvil stone, abraders, pigment stones, and 
other tools.
Several mammoths were severely impacted by gravel mining 
and others were completely excavated by local amateurs and 
were not well documented.  first hand reports indicate arti-
facts were found in association with some of these animals.
ALL of the mammoths discovered around the lake occur in 
the Clovis strata.

orNAMeNT - Little in the way of ornamentation 
is known from Clovis-age finds.  However, excava-
tions near the large spring uncovered a single, 2 cm 
long tubular bone bead shown here in matrix.

PoiNTeD BoNe - A unique pointed bone tool 
was recovered in Clovis-age context in the northern 
mammoth kill area.  Ground from a large mammal 
bone this tool shows little sign of wear, this may have 
been used as a spear point.  Displayed here actual 
size.

oSSeouS ArTifACTS

foreSHAfTS AND PoiNTS - Six bone rods have 
been found in association with mammoth kills.  first 
recognized in North America by Howard and Cotter 
at the Blackwater Draw site, this weapon system has 
parallels in Pleistocene europe and Asia.  Contin-
ued use of this type of composite spear in the Arctic 
led Cotter to refer to them in his notes as “eskimo 
points.”

found in situ in mammoth carcasses, along with 
stone spear points in abundance.  These weapons 
clearly suggest hunting over scavenging at 
Blackwater Lake.

BLADeS, BifACeS, AND TooL ProDuCTioN 
AT BLACKWATer DrAW
Prismatic blades are ubiquitous in the Clovis assemblage.  Most likely 
produced nearer the raw material source blade cores are not found at this 
site.  in fact, it is unlikely that any large-scale tool production was car-
ried out in the area.  True prismatic blades serve as the common starting 
form for most of the unifacial scraper-like tools, however, few proximal 
blade ends are found at the site.  

An exception to this behavior is shown when stockpiles of raw materials 
are found hoarded in cache pits.  Two confirmed caches have been recov-
ered at Clovis; both chance discoveries.  Another possible cache was ex-
cavated by an amateur archaeologist during the mining heyday of 1962.  
To the right are 20 blades and a flake knife from the Green and Dicken-
son Caches, both recovered from the western margin of the lake. 

LiTHiC SourCeS for TooL MANufACTure -
raw materials for knapped tools are nonexistent for several days walk from 
the Clovis site.  The vast majority of the raw materials come from 250-500 
kilometers away; nearly all of it from the east.  The assemblage is dominat-
ed by edwards Plateau, Alibates, and Tecovas jasper with a variety of other 
materials hinting at occasional forays into the upper Canadian river, the 
valles Caldera area, and possibly the Sangre De Cristo mountains.

MAMMoTH ivory BiLLeT
A small ivory billet was excavated from a 
northern mammoth kill in 1962.  This ar-
tifact is unique in North America but has 
clear antecedents in Asia and europe.  

SToCKPiLiNG rAW MATeriAL - 

only one mega-biface core has been recovered 
from Blackwater Draw but others are indicat-
ed by proxy.  Large flakes, up to 24 centimeters 
long, were found in the form of knives in 
several locations around the site.  Creating 
these flakes would require a core substantially 
larger than the example shown here.

initially this core was identified as a folsom-
age find, however, the knapping techniques 
clearly illustrated on this object indicate Clo-
vis technology.  other, similar finds of Clovis 
age reinforce this date.

CurreNT reSeArCH - recent work has been on several fronts.  
A faunal analysis of the four primary Paleoindian horizons is ongoing and includes an examination 
of: bison, mammoth, camel, pronghorn, deer, horse, bear, giant sloth, dire wolf, and turtle.
ongoing studies are being carried out to reconstruct the environment of the Southern High Plains 
in order to understand climate and the catastrophic changes that occurred at the end of the 
Pleistocene.  The stable nature of the landscape provides excellent access to data from the previous 
20+ millennia.


